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HIGHLIGHTS
• For over a year, we have pointed out what we view as the unique aspect of the Federal Reserve’s rate hiking process from March of 2022 to July of 2023 with the summary phrase, “the 
hiking cycle that was not a tightening” as financial conditions loosened over this period.
• We believe this is important for investors because now it may be possible that we experience “a cutting cycle that is not an easing” with financial conditions not loosening in the manner 
typically associated with a reduction in the policy rate.
• In fact, this is exactly what has been occurring since the first Fed rate cut in September, yet with surprisingly little commentary on the phenomenon.
• Our first chart this month (left) shows the move in U.S. 10-year Treasury yields from the inception of the first reduction of Fed rates in each cutting cycle since June 1989. The orange 
line represents the most recent episode, and the teal line represents the average of all episodes excluding the current episode.
• As can be seen, the market has not witnessed a move higher in 10-year yields to this degree in any previous cutting cycle dating back to 1989.
• The second chart (right) shows that financial conditions started tightening immediately after the Fed implemented its first reduction of the policy rate in the current cycle.
• This is important because of its future implications for the growth outlook.
• If the Fed is unable to cut rates due to inflation concerns, then any move lower in nominal GDP will not be offset with a reduction in the policy rate unless the move lower in growth is 
significant enough to offset inflation expectations; there is no such outlook in consensus forecasts for growth. 
• At a time when the market appears to be pricing for above-trend growth, even as the dollar strengthens, oil moves higher, and 10-year yields move higher (all are negative for growth), 
we believe investors should be demanding a higher, not lower, premium for risk assets.
• As a result, investors should be wary of the potential for growth to start weakening, which could create a poor risk/reward setup for growth assets despite the rosy consensus outlook. 

Source: Neuberger Berman, Bloomberg, as of December 2024. For illustrative purposes only. Nothing herein constitutes a prediction or projection of future events or future market behavior. Due to a variety of factors, actual events or market behavior 
may differ significantly from any views expressed. Indexes are unmanaged and are not available for direct investment. Investing entails risks, including possible loss of principal. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. 



Additional Disclosures
This material is provided for informational purposes only and nothing herein constitutes investment, legal, accounting or tax advice, or a recommendation to buy, sell or hold a security. This material is general in nature and is not 
directed to any category of investors and should not be regarded as individualized, a recommendation, investment advice or a suggestion to engage in or refrain from any investment-related course of action.  Neuberger Berman is 
not providing this material in a fiduciary capacity and has a financial interest in the sale of its products and services.   Investment decisions and the appropriateness of this material should be made based on an investor's individual 
objectives and circumstances and in consultation with his or her advisors. Information is obtained from sources deemed reliable, but there is no representation or warranty as to its accuracy, completeness or reliability.  All 
information is current as of the date of this material and is subject to change without notice.   Any views or opinions expressed may not reflect those of the firm as a whole. Third-party economic or market estimates discussed herein 
may or may not be realized and no opinion or representation is being given regarding such estimates. Neuberger Berman products and services may not be available in all jurisdictions or to all client types. Investing entails risks, 
including possible loss of principal. Diversification does not guarantee profit or protect against loss in declining markets. Investments in hedge funds and private equity are speculative and involve a higher degree of risk than more 
traditional investments. Investments in hedge funds and private equity are intended for sophisticated investors only. Indexes are unmanaged and are not available for direct investment. Past performance is no guarantee of 
future results. 

The views expressed herein are generally those of the Neuberger Berman Multi-Asset team and tactical asset allocation views are based on a hypothetical reference portfolio. Any currency outlooks are not against the U.S. dollar 
but stated against the other major currencies. As such, the currency outlooks should be seen as relative value forecasts and not directional U.S. dollar pair forecasts. Currency outlooks are shorter-term in nature, with a duration of 
1–3 months. Regional equity and fixed income views reflect a 1-year outlook. Asset Allocation Committee members are polled on asset classes and the positional views are representative of an Asset Allocation Committee 
consensus. The views of the Multi-Asset team or the Asset Allocation Committee may not reflect the views of the firm as a whole and Neuberger Berman advisers and portfolio managers may take contrary positions to the views of 
the Multi-Asset team or  the Asset Allocation Committee. The Multi-Asset team and the Asset Allocation Committee views do not constitute a prediction or projection of future events or future market behavior. 

The information in this material may contain projections, market outlooks or other forward-looking statements regarding future events, including economic, asset class and market outlooks or expectations, and is only current as of 
the date indicated.  There is no assurance that such events, outlook and expectations will be achieved, and actual results may be significantly different than that shown here.  The duration and characteristics of past 
market/economic cycles and market behavior, including any bull/bear markets, is no indication of the duration and characteristics of any current or future be market/economic cycles or behavior.  Information on historical 
observations about asset or sub-asset classes is not intended to represent or predict future events. Historical trends do not imply, forecast or guarantee future results. Information is based on current views and market conditions, 
which will fluctuate and may be superseded by subsequent market events or for other reasons.

Discussions of any specific sectors and companies are for informational purposes only. This material is not intended as a formal research report and should not be relied upon as a basis for making an investment decision.  The firm, 
its employees and advisory accounts may hold positions of any companies discussed. Nothing herein constitutes a recommendation to buy, sell or hold a security.  Specific securities identified and described do not represent all of 
the securities purchased, sold or recommended for advisory clients. It should not be assumed that any investments in securities, companies, sectors or markets identified and described were or will be profitable.   

A bond’s value may fluctuate based on interest rates, market conditions, credit quality and other factors. You may have a gain or loss if you sell your bonds prior to maturity. Of course, bonds are subject to the credit risk of the 
issuer. If sold prior to maturity, municipal securities are subject to gain/losses based on the level of interest rates, market conditions and the credit quality of the issuer. Income may be subject to the alternative minimum tax (AMT) 
and/or state and local taxes, based on the investor’s state of residence. High-yield bonds, also known as “junk bonds,” are considered speculative and carry a greater risk of default than investment-grade bonds. Their market value 
tends to be more volatile than investment-grade bonds and may fluctuate based on interest rates, market conditions, credit quality, political events, currency devaluation and other factors. High yield bonds are not suitable for all 
investors and the risks of these bonds should be weighed against the potential rewards. Neither Neuberger Berman nor its employees provide tax or legal advice. You should contact a tax advisor regarding the suitability of tax-
exempt investments in your portfolio. Investing in the stocks of even the largest companies involves all the risks of stock market investing, including the risk that they may lose value due to overall market or economic conditions. 
Small- and mid-capitalization stocks are more vulnerable to financial risks and other risks than stocks of larger companies. They also trade less frequently and in lower volume than larger company stocks, so their market prices tend 
to be more volatile. Investing in foreign securities involves greater risks than investing in securities of U.S. issuers, including currency fluctuations, interest rates, potential political instability, restrictions on foreign investors, less 
regulation and less market liquidity. The properties held by REITs could fall in value for a variety of reasons, such as declines in rental income, poor property management, environmental liabilities, uninsured damage, increased 
competition, or changes in real estate tax laws. There is also a risk that REIT stock prices overall will decline over short or even long periods because of rising interest rates. The sale or purchase of commodities is usually carried 
out through futures contracts or options on futures, which involve significant risks, such as volatility in price, high leverage and illiquidity. 

Neither Neuberger Berman nor its employees provide tax or legal advice. All investors are strongly urged to consult their own tax or legal advisors with respect to the impact on their personal situation of any potential strategy or 
investment. This material is being issued on a limited basis through various global subsidiaries and affiliates of Neuberger Berman Group LLC. Please visit www.nb.com/disclosure-global-communications for the specific entities and 
jurisdictional limitations and restrictions.
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